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Correction Sergeant Position at WCCC
Wilkinson County Correctional Center is a privately-owned facility located in Woodville, Wilkinson County, Mississippi. The facility opened in 1998 as a low-security prison but has since been promoted to a maximum-security prison. WCCC has advertised for the position of correctional sergeant to work on a permanent basis.  According to the advert by Career Cactus (2020), the facility offers limitless opportunities for career growth. 
WCCC requires applicants to at least have a high school diploma or its equivalent. Given that it is a management position, applicants should have not less than one-year correctional experience. Additionally, one must possess a valid driver’s license to qualify for the job. WCCC recognizes driving licenses from the states of Mississippi or Louisiana. Applicants are expected to have some driving experience. Only applicants aged 21 and above will be considered for the position. 
According to Career Cactus (2020), the starting salary for the correctional sergeant position is $14.50 an hour. Assuming sergeants at the facility work 8 hours a day, 5 days a week for 50 weeks, the annual pay translates to $29,000.00 before tax deductions. This appears to be way lower than the national average pays of $43,387 based on PayScale’s estimations for the position (PayScale, 2020). However, factors such as overtime and market worth make the pay attractive. 
Correctional sergeants are supervisors and require administrative skills to execute their duties effectively. The advert specifies that the incumbent will be responsible for supervising correctional officers, protecting inmates, offering training, and counseling among other duties. The successful candidate must complete annual in-service training. One can only occupy the position after passing a background check. Applicants also require basic reading, writing, and judgmental skills as part of their job is to evaluate inmate records. 
Working as a correctional sergeant is highly rewarding in terms of experiences gained and opportunities for career growth. Incumbents get an opportunity to exercise and grow their conflict-resolution skills on diverse effects.  Other benefits for this position include job stability, opportunities for promotion, and the potential to earn higher. The Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts the conditions for correctional officers to remain good through 2026 (Dowd, 2018). Although data shows a high turnover of correctional officers, the job prepares one to work as a parole or probation officer 
Given the good pay and terms of work, I find this position interesting. However, correctional centers are hazardous as reports of inmates attacking officers are common. I also hate the prospect of working for long hours as correctional centers do not close. This may be the case with WCCC as incumbents are expected to work overtime when directed to do so. That notwithstanding, I would be happy to take such a challenging position to develop my leadership skills. 
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